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The future looksbrighterwith theserates fromKiwibank

Term Deposit

460
For 6 months.
Minimum deposit $5,000.
Interest paid at maturity.

PIETerm
Deposit Fund

519
For 6months. Effective
rate if you pay tax at 38%.
Minimum investment $10,000.
Interest paid at maturity.

Home loan

639
Fixed for 18 months

Bring
it on!
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DepositTerm

460
For 6 months.
Minimum deposit $5,000.
Interest paid at maturity.

Bring
it on!
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FREE INFORMATION LECTURE
• What is Morbid Obesity?

• Band, Sleeve and Bypass options discussed

• Talk to patients with different procedures

• Why exercise does not work?

• Why diets don’t work?

• Why Surgery? • 1500+ surgeries performed27th
Jan

You must register first by phone

Ph: 09 444 3660Lecture
SPEAKER: Mr R.J. Fris MB, ChB, FRCS, FACS, FACP

Wed

Correspondence Courses
• Proofreader & Editor & Publisher
• Magazine & Newspaper Journalism
• Creative Story Writing • Novels
• Children’s Stories • Business Reports
• Digital Photography + Photoshop
Learn at home. FREE information

New Writers &
Proofreaders

Toll free Registered NZQA
0800-801 994 www.nzibs.co.nz

We’ll treat you like Royalty!

Daily America’s Cup yacht departures from Viaduct Harbour | Exclusive charter options ideal for Groups
Visit our Explore NZ Kiosk in the Viaduct

Parents of
disabled
face more
hardship
Just when they thought the fight to be
paid was over, the Govt appeals decision
BYANDREWKOUBARIDIS
ANDNZPA ‘This government of

John Key’s is meant
to be caring.’

CLIFF ROBINSON
PARENT

The long-running battle for payment
by parents of severely disabled adult
children is set to go another round with
the Government’s decision to appeal a
landmark ruling.

A group of nine parents of disabled
adult children took the Government to
the Human Rights Tribunal last year,
arguing that it was unfair the Ministry
of Health paid carers only if they
weren’t related to the patient.

The tribunal found the ministry
had discriminated against the parents
because ‘‘they are not allowed to be
paid for the services they provide to
their children while anyone else pro-
viding the very same care to their chil-
dren is able to be paid’’.

Health Minister Tony Ryall in-
dicated an appeal was likely and yes-
terday Solicitor-General David Collins,
QC, confirmed one had been lodged.

The decision has angered parents
who believed the fight was over.

‘‘I’m blown away, I’m just aston-
ished,’’ Thames man Cliff Robinson
said. ‘‘This government of John Key’s
is meant to be caring . . . I’m so bitterly
disappointed.’’

Mr Robinson, 73, has been the sole
caregiver of two children, John and
Maria, for 40 years. He wants to keep
them at home and give them as normal
a life as possible and has survived on
the domestic purposes benefit and
national superannuation.

Mr Robinson doesn’t expect a
speedy resolution now the appeal has
been lodged.

‘‘They will drag this on for months
and years. We were all so elated when
we got the news and now it’s like a

knife between the shoulder blades.’’
He believed ministers were hiding

behind bureaucrats when deciding
they would appeal the decision.

When Mr Robinson told his chil-
dren he would be getting help they
were pleased.

He hadn’t told them the bad news
yesterday.

‘‘We won a David and Goliath battle
but I fear in the second round it will be
Goliath who wins.’’

Announcing the appeal yesterday,
Mr Collins said it was ‘‘in the public
interest given the legal issues involved
and the significant implications of the
decision, including its likely fiscal
impact and its flow-on effect to other
policy settings’’.

Mr Ryall said he respected how
challenging it was to care for a disabled
relative.

He has released a National Health
Committee report, How Should We
Care for the Carers, Now and into the
Future? which doesn’t recommend
payment for family carers but does pro-
pose a range of actions to provide bet-
ter support for them.

‘‘Late last year the Government also
began looking at options to expand the
individualised funding scheme and to
provide better support for family
carers.’’

In at the deep end with scary sharks

HUMBLEDHACK:
JaquelineSmith
(above) put her hand
up for a swim inKelly
Tarlton’sSharkCage
andwas relieved it
wasn’t bitten off.

PICTURES/RICHARD
ROBINSON,SARAH IVEY

Jacqueline Smith gets up close and
personal with sharks at Kelly Tarlton’s

KELLY
TARLTON’S
SHARKCAGE
! 5 timesdaily
Wednesdays to
Sundays

! UntilMarch28
! www.kellytarltons-
.co.nz

The photographer
maintains she heard
me let out a shriek
throughmy snorkel.AVOID sticking your fingers

through the net — even the
tiniest nick, the slightest
whiff of blood will really get

them going, said Maddy, my cheery
instructor.

I shook away visions of blood and
shredded flesh and slipped into the
floating net, letting my feet touch the
Perspex bottom. Bit flimsy, I thought.

But Maddy assured me that sharks
were the most misunderstood
creatures in the ocean. I wasn’t quite
sure what she meant, but stuck my
head underwater anyway.

Jaw, fin, beady eye and body like a

torpedo. The photographer maintains
she heard me let out a shriek through
my snorkel.

Whether it was the magnifying
effect of the mask, or my proportionate
size, those sharks were much bigger
than I expected.

This mad face-to-face encounter
came about after a discussion over who
would jump in a ‘‘cage’’ to look at the
collection of sharks at Kelly Tarlton’s.

Assuming someone would pay for
new limbs if I lost them in the name of
journalism, I volunteered. Sure, I
enjoyed the odd brush with death, I
said.

But as I was to discover, the ‘‘I could
die right now’’ feeling of being trapped
in a sweaty mosh pit is slightly
different to considering your last
waking moments as a meal.

One lovely workmate had assured
me the sharks in Kelly Tarlton’s didn’t
have teeth.

They do, of course, but I then
imagined an old curmudgeon
stumbling around his kitchen without
his dentures and felt pretty confident.

Meanwhile, others told me it would
make a much better story if I offered
myself to the sharks. They hummed
the theme-song from Jaws and bid me a
final farewell when I left the office
clutching a swimming bag.

That Jaws song grew louder as I
pulled up at Kelly Tarlton’s and hit a
crescendo when I was passed my

wetsuit.
Little did I know that song was also

playing in the viewing tunnel
underneath — no wonder the family
that pointed to the girl in the shark
pool did so with a gasp.

The new shark cage at Kelly
Tarlton’s is intended to give those who
have no diving experience a chance to
float amongst the school of wobbegong
and broadnose sevengill sharks and

the short-tailed stingrays. The thrill is
that the mesh sides won’t protect you
from a hungry shark’s chops — it does
little more than to give you something
to grab on to.

Maddy told me it was also about
understanding sharks weren’t out to
kill people, and to help visitors
appreciate their beauty.

Sure, I came out with ten fingers,
ten toes, two eyes and a nose, but now I
appreciate exactly why I panic at the
thought of fins or shark-like shadows
in the sea.

I realise it was not Jaws, reports of
gruesome attacks, or ominous theme-
songs that have, over the years
installed a fear of sharks in me and
other humans.

Sharks, by force of creation, are
frightening. On paper, or face-to-face.

Second officer faces offensive behaviour charge
BYJAREDSAVAGE

A second police officer has been
charged with exposing himself to a
woman and her son while on a night
out drinking.

Thomas John Andrews will appear
in the Pukekohe District Court next
month charged with offensive behavi-

our after being arrested, with a col-
league, on New Year’s Day.

The 43-year-old works at Police
National Headquarters in Wellington
and has been placed on ‘‘restricted
duties’’.

His co-defendant, Steven Andrew
Wykes, 38, a detective at Counties/
Manukau, appeared in the Pukekohe

District Court on January 13 charged
with disorderly behaviour.

He is also on restricted duties and is
due to reappear later in the month.

The Herald first reported the police
officers were arrested after allegedly
approaching a woman in a parked car
and demanding her name and address.

The woman — whose 11-year-son

was in the back of the car — twice
refused to give her details and told one
of the officers that his fly was down.

At that point Mr Andrews allegedly
exposed himself.

The woman went to a petrol station
and asked for help from staff, who
called the police.

When uniformed officers asked the

two detectives to leave with them
quietly, the pair allegedly refused, so
the senior sergeant from Pukekohe
was called. The two detectives were
then arrested and charged.

The pair are also facing an internal
police investigation and the Independ-
ent Police Complaints Authority has
started an inquiry.

Sell your
stuff for free

Free Online
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